How to Harness the Pulse of the City?

The Market East district drops off the city grid in many respects; blocks are overwhelmed by the intrusion of fortress-like walls & extensive underground corridor voids.  The Gallery complex deflects interaction with the streetscape; minimizing connections with bordering neighborhoods. There is no palpable living presence outside of daytime shopping hours, no continuity of relation with the transit underground.  The necessity of back of house service areas (such as parking garages) discourages casual passers-by from remaining behind the Gallery.  However, this series of underutilized surfaces also present a valuable opportunity to transform it.

This concept revolves around the intervention of retrofittable components on, under and around the Gallery which act as Receivers. The Receivers are used to import life, activating the Gallery and its local sphere.  They tap into the pulse of activity submerged from what is readily observed; exemplified by the unique live, local performance scene.  In the physical world, most of these performances take place during late hours, behind closed doors, in small underground or all-too exclusive venues, yet, the performances themselves are readily transformed to digital media feeds - becoming activating Beacons.

The envelopes for Receiver components are molded, plastic casings with embedded LED.  They perform at various levels; acting passively as translucent skins, or actively as light emitters and media projectors.  The casings are designed to meld with existing surfaces and evolve their own reactive seating zones.
The Pulse of the City becomes a reflection of Philadelphia's diversity; day to day, venue to venue.  The activation of this area with such a distinctively varied cache of performances provides a surreal juxtaposition between night and day; between business, residential & tourist occupants; bridging cultural, physical & temporal boundaries to break open a once dead space.  The media content remains continually adaptable and unfixed.  The addition of the Media Coop Offices and Theater spaces above the Gallery act as a hub; providing further support and valuable facilities for the artistic community.  Most importantly, new public spaces emerge; interactions throughout the area are transformed in subtle and continuous ways.  The network of harnessed activity weaves together an exciting and freshly distinct zone.
