Philadelphia is full of beautiful, green, open spaces.  These are the places that make our lives enjoyable, even if they don’t jump right out at us:  passing by a grove of trees on your way to work, taking a lunch break on a clean comfortable bench, kids splashing in a fountain during a hot Philadelphia summer, taking an evening bike ride on safe city streets.  These are the ideals that we are striving for in our communities; making everyday life more enjoyable and more sustainable.
The blocks of Market Street East are a diverse yet neglected area in need of green restoration.  Currently, there area no public places for people to congregate outside, take a clean-air stroll, or eat a healthy meal.  People are made to scurry back to their office seats with a plastic bag and Styrofoam full of sweet and sour chicken.  We are asked to devour a Three Musketeers’ instead of a three-cheese linguine.  And we don’t even have a place to sit while we do it!

What waste!

Market Street East is already diverse.  There is already a vibrant community of residents and businesses, restaurants and transportation, there only lacks equally vibrant connectors.  The base is already laid clear for us in one of the strongest and most used transit-areas in the entire Philadelphia region.  People can get into the site, but then what?  Stumble through a sea of fluorescent lights and sale signs?  What about at night when the mall is closed?

We are proposing a series of open spaces, serving everyone in the area and connecting not only locally, but regionally.

We are proposing a re-imagining of Market Street.  With cars playing an increasingly minor role, people, bikes, and SEPTA will be able to stake their claims.

We want abundant bike parking.

We need safe pedestrian passage.

We demand a clean, car horn-free environment.

But most of all, we want a place to eat!

Encourage the mothers to take a stroll with children in the parks.

Present the shop owner an ideal place for a lunch break.

Let the construction workers admire the beautiful women over lunch.

Give the bike police officers a place to dismount for a quick water break.

Give the hot dog cart some business!

