To stand today on the corner of, say, Market Street and 9th Street is to perceive the city of Philadelphia as a disparate constellation of photogenic destinations rather than landmarks in a seamless urban fabric.  At street level the Gallery is an imposing physical and psychological barrier and the major transit complex beneath, which is one of the greatest urban-engineering feats of our time, is left invisible.  The Gallery’s modest street-level presence is actually on the other side of this forbidding wall, across from the pushed aside bus depot.  Essentially the mall has turned itself inside out and the disorientation is complete as you feel like you could be anywhere once inside.  Our design seeks to integrate Market East into the image of Philadelphia by reclaiming these blocks for Center City.

We began by considering the most immediate pedestrian connection desired between the most charismatic and place-defining sites in the area: Independence Hall to the east, Chinatown Friendship Arch to the north, and Reading Terminal Market to the west.  These points each relate to larger networks of loci: Society Hill, the convention center, City Hall, etc.  When a simple diagram is drawn connecting these points the Gallery complex sits at what would be an ideal point of orientation.

Our proposal would maximize the potential of this node to be the core of the new lively urban district that is completely integrated physically and conceptually with its immediate surroundings and Philadelphia as a whole.  What we are proposing is essentially the re-urbanization of Market East; the completion of a revived Center City that can continue to grow as a high-quality, geographically expansive, livable urban environment that is so rare in the United States.  We would introduce a vital heart to Market East and would let what Bacon would call the organic energy of the city take over.

For the city as an enterprise, our intervention would be a catalyst for this type of undefined organic growth for the future by letting the neighborhood develop itself over time, rather than seek to design a whole solution all at once.  For the pedestrian – citizen, commuter, tourist, or transient – our goal is to create a greater humanistic cityscape within an urban fabric that can only be fully appreciated through direct experience.  This is done by facilitating and encouraging intuitive navigation and rewarding exploration with delight, all while accommodating both commerce and recreation.

For the region and beyond, the simple fact must be acknowledged that the best and most straightforward solution to out continuing environmental crisis is to get as many Americans out of the suburbs and into our cities.  For this to happen, our cities must be safe, healthy, convenient, and stimulating for all social classes.

