
Community
·  Blue Collar ªGreenº Jobs
·  New Recreation Space and Parks
·  Reconnection with the Schuylkill
·  Strong Connection to Grays Ferry and  
   Forgotten Bottom Neighborhoods
·  20% A! ordable Housing

Economy
·  ªGreenº Job Opportunities
·  Strong Highway and Rail Visibility
·  New Tax Revenue for City
·  Covers Remediation Cost
·  Integration with UPenn

Environment
·  Brown" eld Remediation
·  Development of a disturbed site
·  Integrated Stormwater Management
·  ªGreen Jobsº
·  New Parks and Open Space
·  Energy E#  cient Buildings
·  Walkability

History
·  Return of Historically Blue Collar jobs
·  New Industrial Museum
·  Preserved Dupont Building

 Set on a spectacular bend of the Schuylkill 
River, The Crescent reinvents the historic and blighted 
Dupont Marshall site into a truly sustainable, attractive 
neighborhood.  A green axis, connecting Grays Ferry 
to the Schuylkill River Trail, doubles as a stormwater 
" ltration system and public promenade.  The 
promenade is anchored by the new Industrial Heritage 
Museum and a dynamic waterfront park.  Living in The 
Crescent means reducing ones impact by walking to 
work and shops, or biking downtown via the Schuylkill 
River Trail.  Living near The Crescent means new 
connections to the river, removal of a blighted health 
hazard, and new job opportunities.  By incorporating 
20% a! ordable housing units, providing captivating 
civic amenities, establishing hundreds of blue collar 
ªgreen jobsº,  and integrating nature with urbanism, 
The Crescent becomes the standard of socially and 
ecologically responsible development.

The Crescent Industrial Legacy Remediation Strategy and Phasing

Existing Conditions and 
Acquisition 

Phase I - Remediation

Phase II - Employment

Phase III - Civic

Phase IV - Residential

Total

Market Study

Existing on The Crescent are a number 
of potentially harmful chemical plumes 
that can adversely a! ect human and 
environmental health. The intensive 
remediation of the site is a legal precursor 
to long-term development. 

The use of mobile tents to contain  the  
on-site TERRALAVAR-MOBILE remediation 
activities allow for building to occur 
simultaneously with the remediation and 
re-use of the soil. As the tents strategically 
move across the site, new construction 
will follow. The remediated soil will be 
cleaned on-site, and re-used on-site and 
local development sites.

A Waste Management research and 
development facility is established to 
bring quality green jobs back to the area.  
This R&D facility will study integrated 
community waste treatment systems.  
Initial o#  ce space is also built out and 
begins to bring people back to the site 
for employment. Tented remediation is 
beginning to wrap-up as people come 
onto the site.

Retail usage at the intersection of Grays 
Ferry Ave. and South 34th Street utilizes 
the site's strong visibility.  A new hotel 
and conference center is also sited along 
the Schuylkill River Trail and maintains 
frontage on the new promenade.  This 
phase also includes the new Industrial 
Heritage Museum that is connected to a 
preserved Dupont building.  Heritage Park 
is also constructed during this phase. 

The central axis terminates at the stilted 
Ecological Learning Center that educates 
people on the brown" eld remediation 
process and the a! ects of soil 
contamination on communities.  With 
" nal remediation complete, residents 
can now return to live along the 
Schuylkill. The Crescent respects the 100-
year $ oodplain by returning that portion 
of the site to a natural wetland area. 
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Post-modern industrial decline

Underutilized urban waterfront locations

Growing demand for urban living

Neighborhood development through remediation

Integrative development

Job creation : Environmental justice : Social equity

Opportunities

Attractive city lifestyle
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New job opportunities
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Wealthy enclaves
Remediation process

Rust Renewed Returning Jobs, Community and Ecology to Grays Crescent 
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The Brown" eld Dilemma

Regional Context

The Life of a Trichloroethene (TCE) Plume Remediation Strategy Phasing

Industrial Legacy The Opportunity

TERRALAVAR Source - www.zech-umwelt.com
Photo Source - http://lewis-clark.org, http://freebase.com, http://planphilly.com, 
http://archives.pacscl.pacscl.org, http://en.wikipedia.org, www.phillyarchaeology.
org, www.phillyh2o.org
Market Data Source - CoStar, REIS, SNL
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The Industrial Heritage Museum and its adjoining plaza anchor the southeastern end of the green promenade.  Kiosks, 
street vendors, and ground $ oor retail enliven the plaza.  The promenade gradually transitions from this urban zone into 
green open space and stormwater wetlands. 

The Schuylkill River Trail interconnects with new park space at The Crescent.  The green promenade and park system are 
anchored by the Ecology Learning Center which rises on stilts above the $ oodplain.  

The Crescent has several high rise o#  ce and residential buildings o! ering spectacular views toward Center City and 
University of Pennsylvania.  The height also allows for great visibility from the rail lines and I-76.  

A new destination park is established at the 
unique bend in Schuylkill River where the 

Schuylkill River Trail meets the green promenade. 
The park is multiuse providing integrated 

ecological and social function. 

The Crescent Revitalized
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Blue roofs hold stormwater which is 
transferred to cisterns for building use 
& irrigation. 

Sun 

Cistern 
Concrete cap 

Residual plume 

On-site remediated " ll

Structural soil

Precipitation

Solar panels align with the Sun's path 
maximizing ̀ green' energy production.  

Sustainability at The Crescent involves 
integrated design solutions where stormwater 

and solar energy are valuable resources.  Green roofs 
on buildings provide open spaces for occupants while blue 

roofs collect stormwater for re-use.  Solar panels collect energy 
and reduce demand for o! -site fossil fuel energy production.  

Rooftop courtyards utilize stormwater 
while increasing open space for 
residents.  

A vapor intrusion mitigation system 
vents the residual plume, allowing 
people to safely re-inhabit the site.   

Permeable pavements and structural 
soil allow for stormwater in" ltration 
and improved plant growth.

In-accessible roofs are planted to " lter 
stormwater prior to cistern  collection 
& reuse.   

Sustainability
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